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Jill Ker Conway is a noted historian, specializing in the experience of women in America, and was

the first woman president of Smith College.
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The wonderful autobiography entitled, The Road From Coorain, written by Jill Ker Conway is a

must-read! Her engaging and rich detail gives an enchanting description of the Australian life-style

from a very unique perspective.Beginning in the 1930's, young Jill Ker lived with her tightly-knit

family on a ranch called Coorain, Australia. Isolated in the desert and located far from Sydney,

Coorain, has created an unordinary life-style for not only Jill but for her two brothers, Barry and Bob.

Maintaining the remote Coorain is the family's only way to ensure stability and in the eyes of Mr. and

Mrs. Ker; the significance of Coorain is considered more important than a formal education. Though,

when the dreadful droughts of the arid terrain continue to spontaneously appear, life becomes

awfully challenging and difficult for the Ker family. Suffering from famine because of the lack of

crops and animals, Coorain becomes involved in a downward spiral. As a result, Jill as well as other

family members, encounter the enormous struggle of overcoming the concept of death and sorrow.



As Jill grows into a young woman, she faces unfortunate events that set her back, creating various

obstacles as she journeys down the unpredictable road of life. Faced with challenges romantically,

intellectually, and within the family ultimately affects her career and talents, though somehow Jill

miraculously manages to succeed.Choosing an academic career as a historian, Jill faced the

constant struggle of chauvinism living as a young woman during the 1950's. Her passion and

remarkable academic achievements clearly demonstrated her natural talent as a student.

Unfortunately, the unfair privileges men had in contrast to women was a constant obstacle.
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